Fincastle UMC Flyer
A Publication of Fincastle United Methodist Church
April 2021
Our Vision FUMC is a community of faith that welcomes all and seeks to

embody the Spirit of God in Jesus Christ through radical hospitality, passionate
worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service and
extravagant generosity.

FUMC Resumes In-Person Worship Service
As we move into a second year of staying at home, changes are happening! Results of a recent survey revealed a good
number of our congregation is ready to return to in-person worship. Your Healthy Church Team has revised our plan based
on changes made by the conference team, and it has been approved. There is a summary of the revised information included
in this newsletter (removable insert), and we urge you to read and follow the guidelines so we can make a successful return
to worship together on Easter Sunday and going forward.
For those of you not yet ready to return, we will be recording services and posting a link on our website for you to view as
you are able. We may also be able to live stream services and will be working on that. Stay tuned! ZOOM service at 10 am
will be discontinued beginning April 4.

Tenebrae Service on ZOOM, 7:00 pm, April 1, Maundy Thursday This very moving “service of darkness” as
told through scripture is planned for ZOOM . The pastor will bring a short message and we will have communion, so please
be prepared with your elements at home. A link for this service has been sent out via email.

Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 am, April 4 Join us at the top of the hill behind the church to celebrate the risen
Christ on Easter Sunday. Bring a chair if you need one, wear your mask, and be prepared to follow all of the health
guidelines. You will be asked to verify as true the items on the health acknowledgement. Since we will be outside, you will
also get to sing, though you must keep your mask on. The pastor will be distanced 25 feet, but he can remove his mask to
speak if he wishes. If the weather does not cooperate, the service will be canceled and members will be notified.

Sunday Service In the Sanctuary at 10 am Join us for our first in-person worship in the sanctuary on Easter
Sunday, April 4. We are excited to return to our beautiful church building and be together again, but must be careful to
follow all of the safety guidelines. The hymns will still be pre-recorded and played through the sound system, but you may
hum along! We look forward to hearing Mary on that organ!
A greeter will meet you at the door to verify your health acknowledgement, and there will be ushers in the sanctuary to
direct you to an available pew. You may enter at the back door as well. We have space for 22 family groups, and maybe a
couple more in the balcony if necessary. We are asking you to let Michele know if you can by Thursday if you plan to attend
on Easter, and weekly going forward. One service at 10 am each week is planned at this time, but we will re-evaluate and
adjust as needed.
The children will be invited to the front for children’s time, but will remain in the sanctuary for the remainder of the service
at this time. Offering plates will be placed on the pews nearest each door, but you are encouraged to continue using the mail
or direct deposit method. At the conclusion of a service, please exit beginning with the back rows, keeping in mind social
distancing, without gathering in the aisles.

We want to be a success story, so let’s all be careful to do our part.
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The FUMC Clothes Closet is located in the
downstairs area of the Family Life Center
and is typically open about 4 days per
month. For more information, contact
Rhonda Campbell @ 992-5008.
CLOSED DUE TO COVID-19
Until Further Notice
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May 2 - Ushers: TBD, Lay Reader: Doug Harris, Children’s Sermon: Paul Tucker, Flowers: Angela Coon

Drawing for Dollywood Tickets
FUMC has received 3 complimentary tickets to Dollywood Theme Park in Tennessee. The tickets were provided
from Samaritan’s Purse resulting from our OPERATION Shoebox donations during the Advent season. Due to
COVID 19 the OPERATION Shoebox Mission through Samaritan’s Purse was held on-line and as an incentive to
register on-line and donate shoeboxes for the mission, 1 Dollywood ticket for every 10 shoeboxes donated was
provided to donor. FUMC donated a total of 31 shoeboxes and therefor received 3 complimentary tickets to the
theme park. The Dollywood tickets provide free park entry (all ages) and can be used for all of calendar year
2021.
In order to be fair regarding who receives the tickets, Church
Council voted to hold a drawing beginning April 1st and running
through April 14th. Anyone who would like to attend the
Dollywood Theme park may e-mail or call the office to have
their name entered into the drawing, one entry per family.
The drawing will close at 2PM on Wednesday, April 14th and
directly after that deadline a name will be drawn by one
person and one witness who are not entered in the drawing.
All 3 tickets will go to the name drawn. Good Luck!!
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Shared Blessing by Doug Ross
I really miss the Lenten Lunches our church has hosted for so many years. The pandemic has cancelled
them for the last two years, and I missed them in 2019 while at Duke University Hospital. We have volunteers
who prepare a lunch each of the five Wednesdays of Lent; our pastor and four other area clergy give a message,
and Mary provides accompaniment for the hymns.
It is very enlightening to hear the different mini - sermons from the other denominations. As Father
Steve from the Church of the Transfiguration likes to say “we believe in the holy catholic church, with a lower
case c.” What he means is the holy catholic church is not the Roman Catholic Church. He then will talk about
what we have in common liturgically.
According to Barrett Oxford Press in 1981 there were 21,000 denominations in Christianity. Some current
estimates are near 40,000. One would wonder why we have so many different methods to worship God. One
point that Father Steve makes is we agree on what is most important: God sent His only Son to Earth; Jesus
preached love for about three years, then was tried, tortured and crucified.
Most significantly, Jesus Christ died as atonement for our sins. If we accept Christ as the Son of God, and
our Savior, and we ask forgiveness for our sins, we will be forgiven. All 40,000 denominations accept this to be
so.
We also believe in life everlasting; perhaps the greatest blessing from God for the people of God. Thanks
be to God. Happy Easter everyone.

Blessing Box Grant Approved
FUMC recently received the below letter from our District Office...
“The Board of Missions and Church Extension, Inc. at their annual meeting on Sunday, March 7, 2021, approved a
grant of $2,500 for Fincastle UMC Blessing Box Ministry. Since Fincastle paid 100% of their apportionments in
2020 these funds will be distributed as they become available throughout the year. It is our expectation to
Disburse these funds this week. It is the generous stewardship of United Methodists across our district through the
apportionments that make these grants possible.”
The funds named above have been received and we thank everyone at FUMC who
applied for the grant and those who continue to support the Blessing Box mission.

Fincastle Preschool News

Anastashia Sullivan , Victoria Hurd (Lead Teacher), Students
Former Student’s Giving Spirit
We would like to extend a special "Thank You" to a previous student and graduate of Fincastle Preschool,
Anastashia Sullivan, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael & Anna Sullivan. After seeing an Alumni letter on her
father's desk that we sent out in January, Anastashia told her parents she would like to give a donation from
her own piggy bank account. On March 11, 2021, Anastashia and her Father came and presented to
Fincastle Preschool her special monetary gift and abundance of snacks. We are grateful beyond words to
say Thank you to a beautiful little girl with a big heart, who loved and enjoyed being a student at Fincastle
Preschool. She is attending Roanoke Catholic School (3rd grade) plays piano and is active in sports. May
God's blessings and grace surround Anastashia and her Family. Thank you!
Cares III Grant
Victoria Hurd, Lead Teacher at Fincastle Preschool applied for the CARES III Grant in January 2021. We are
blessed and grateful to say, her tenacity and time sensitivity in meeting all of the requirements for the
application process, Fincastle Preschool has been approved and received the grant. Thank you to everyone
who helped in this process to make it possible.

Fincastle Preschool Open Enrollment
Fincastle Preschool is taking applications for early Enrollment for 2021-2022. Please contact Fincastle
Preschool @ 540-473-1428, Victoria Hurd @ 540-915-1814 or vhurd2010@aol.com. Please visit Fincastle
Preschool's web site: fincastlepreschool.org for more information.
Fincastle Preschool would like to extend a special gratitude and thankfulness to each and everyone at
FUMC, Fincastle Preschool's Parents, Grandparents and Alumni for their donations. I wish I could find the
perfect way to thank you for being so thoughtful. Caring is such a part of the kindness you've given in
making a difference, touching the lives of our children. Victoria Hurd

Message from Pastor Shin
Church! Happy Easter! Jesus is alive! Jesus Christ has been risen by
God!

Easter is a day of joy and a banquet for all of us. Easter is the day of
Christ’s victory over death.

We can hear the sounds of spring breaking through the winter in
the chirping of the birds. We can see spring coming through the blooming flowers. Through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, we believe that dark nights will pass, that light will come to us, that sorrow, fear, and despair
will be transformed into joy, peace, faith, and hope, that death will pass, and that the life of resurrection
will come to us. May we be grateful and praise the Lord for the grace of redemption from our sins through
Jesus Christ, for eternal life that comes to us through faith, and for the authority to become children of God
on Easter.

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though
they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she
replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” - John 11:25-27
(NIV)

Grace and Peace,

Kwangmin Shin

April Worship Schedule
April 4 Easter Sunday

John 20: 1-18

April 11

John 20: 19-31

April 18

Luke 24: 36-48

April 25

Acts 4: 5-12
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Kits for Conference by Susan Martin
Thank you! Thank you! FUMC sent 36 School Kits and 111 Health Kits to UMCOR this year. That was a total
of 147 kits. What a wonderful response during this very strange year! The kits were delivered to Ebenezer
UMC in Troutville which served as the district collection point. The entire district collected 797 kits during
two days. We also sent over $1,000 to UMCOR. This was money collected this year and some left over from
last year. Fincastle has a reason to be proud of our contribution. UMCOR is the United Methodist
Committee on Relief which is part of the Global Ministries of the UMC. These kits are used all around the
world, serving areas of need, especially during disasters. Again thanks for your generosity.

