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Our Vision FUMC is a community of faith that welcomes all and seeks to

embody the Spirit of God in Jesus Christ through radical hospitality, passionate
worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission and service and
travagant generosity.

On Maundy Thursday, April 14, at 7 pm a Tenebrae service
will be held in the FUMC Sanctuary. The word “Tenebrae”
comes from the Latin meaning “darkness”. The Tenebrae
is an ancient Christian service that makes use of Gospel
accounts of Jesus’ passion, and gradual diminishing light,
through the extinguishing of candles, to symbolize the
events of Holy Week from the triumphant Palm Sunday
entry through Jesus’ death and burial. This increasing
darkness symbolizes the approaching gloom of Jesus’
death and the hopelessness in the world without God.
The service concludes in darkness, when the Christ candle
is extinguished, symbolizing the death of Jesus. The worshipers leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ’s
death and await the coming Resurrection.

ex-

Join us at the
top of the hill
in Godwin
Cemetery on
Sunday, April 17
at 7 am for our
Easter Sunrise Service to celebrate the risen Christ. Please
bring a chair, if needed, as none will be provided.

Our 10 am
worship service
will be a joyous
celebration of
the Resurrection
of the Lord. The
choir will sing the
uplifting gospel
anthem, “Over in the Gloryland”, known for its New Orleans
Dixieland style, with piano and Tuba accompaniment.

An Easter Sunday Breakfast
will be available in the FLC
(Family Life Center) between
7:30-8:45 am. Come anytime
during that time to enjoy an
Easter breakfast with your
church family.
A Special Combined Easter Sunday School Class will be held in the FLC ,
after the Easter breakfast, from 9:00-9:45 am. This class is an open class,
intended for everyone. All are welcome to hear the Easter Lesson of Jesus’ resurrection! Alleluia! Christ is risen!

The FUMC Clothes Closet is located in the
downstairs area of the Family Life Center
and is typically open about 4 days per
month. For more information, contact
Rhonda Campbell @ 992-5008.
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CLOTHES CLOSET CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT DONATIONS
UNTIL THE CLOTHES CLOSET REOPENS

Dear Fincastle UMC family,
Thank you for all of the cards, texts and
phone calls in response to my father’s
recent death. It was so comforting to
hear from you and know that you were
holding me and my family in your hearts
and in your prayers. We felt the love and
continue to be strengthened by it. Doug
and I cherish our years in Fincastle.
Thank you for the continued gift of your
love.
Sincerely,
Gail Paysour

Congratulations!
Ed and Jeanie Claunch
will celebrate their 60th
Wedding Anniversary
on April 1st!

April Worship Leaders
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Lay Reader

Doug Harris

Doug Ross

Becky Johnston

Charlotte Dietz

Children’s
Sermon

Terry Tucker

Trina Yancey

Art Pendleton

Betty Reynolds

Greeters

Steve & Becky
Johnston

Ken & Cindy
Boggs

Hal & Terri
Ferguson

George & Judy
Meadows

Stewardship

Marsha Campbell &
Fern Robertson

Larry Walker &
Paige Ware

Doug Harris &
Steve Johnston

Gayle Ross &
Carol Walker

Easter Lilies

Art & Susannah
Pendleton

Flowers

Percy & Linda
Bolton
In honor of our 50th
Wedding Anniversary

Steve & Becky
Johnston
in memory of parents

in memory of Phyllis

April Worship Schedule
April 3

John 12: 1-8

April 10

Luke 23: 26-49

April 17

Luke 24: 1-12

April 24

Acts 5: 27-32

Wednesday Lenten Service and Lunch
April 6th, 12:05 pm in the FLC
Leading the Worship: Rev. Rob Lough, former pastor at
St. Mark’s United Methodist, Daleville
Menu: Chicken Salad Croissants, Fruit Salad, Chips, Dessert
Lunch begins at 12:30 pm. Take-out meals will be available. All safety protocols will be followed.

FUMC Calendar for April 2022
Sunday
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Saturday
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2
County Wide
League
meeting, FLC
12pm

3

4

5

10 am Service with
Communion

6

9

Trustees
meeting, FLC
7 pm

11

12

10 am Service

17

8

Lenten Lunch
FLC, 12:05 pm

SPPRC meeting
FLC, 7 pm
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Preschool
Easter Egg Hunt

7 pm Service

Good Friday

Holy Saturday
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27
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30

7 am Sunrise Service
7:30 am Breakfast
9:00 am Sunday School
10 am Service

24
10 am Service

May Newsletter
Deadline
Bot. Hist. Soc.
annual meeting
FLC, 7 pm

Roanoke District Common
Table Grant Received

Blessing Box Grant Approved
FUMC recently received the below letter from our
District Office...

Fincastle United Methodist was one of six local
churches that was recently awarded marketing
grants for the Lenten and Easter season from
the Roanoke District Common Table. The six
churches are: Belview UMC, Fincastle UMC,
Greene Memorial UMC, St. Paul UMC-Roanoke,
Thrasher Memorial UMC and Trinity UMCRoanoke. The Common Table continues its support
for local churches as they reach out to their congregations and communities. Our grant funds
were used to pay for several ads in The Fincastle
Herald promoting our two Lenten Lunches.

“The Board of Missions and Church Extension, Inc. at
their annual meeting on March 7, 2022, approved a
grant of $2,000 for the Fincastle UMC Blessing Box
Ministry. These funds will be distributed as they
become available throughout the year. It is the
generous stewardship of United Methodists across the
Roanoke District through apportionment giving that
makes these grants possible. We are glad to partner
with you in ministry.”
We thank Barbara Kagey, who applied for the grant,
and all those who continue to support the Blessing Box
mission.

The first T.O.W. was held Wednesday, March 16th after a LONG 2-year hiatus. The
St. Patrick day themed event was a big hit by all twenty-eight attendees! Green
was the theme; clothing, décor, and even the food! Everyone was given a Leprechaun name. The greatest name of all: Warty McSmelly

Shared Blessing April 2022

Submitted by Loonie O’Blaze (My Leprechaun name)

Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered in My name, there am I with them.”
The Fincastle United Methodist Church first convened in 1789 in a
different building. The church we now worship in was built in 1840. It is with
great pleasure I acknowledge an individual Who has perfect attendance
throughout those 232 years: Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Yes! As long as we had 2
people at church, Jesus was there. Let’s take this a little further. At every one
of our committee meetings, chicken barbeques, yard sales, charge conferences, sanctuary decorating, TOW, et cetera, Jesus is with us.
At choir practice Jesus never misses a note, and unlike the rest of us,
cuts off perfectly when Brooke signals a break. He’s perfect every time.
A few years back, the men of the church built a small porch for a woman in Blue Ridge. The Carpenter’s Son was there. Fortunately, Donald Booze
was with us also, so we didn’t mess it up. We had a wonderful St. Patrick’s themed Tow on March 16. Donna Hurd found a chart that allowed you to convert your name to a Leprechaun name. The last letter in your first name corresponded to a name on the list. In my case, Douglas corresponded to Loonie.
My middle initial, A, corresponded to O’Blaze, hence my new byline. Jesus was
with us, and had we given Him a name tag, it would have read Loonie
McDoodle. The H of Jesus’ middle name, (that I have heard some use), has
some religious significance, believe it or not. Some are familiar with the IHC
monogram, which is from the Greek translation of the first three letters of Jesus’ first name. In the early 19th century, ignorant Americans, who were accustomed to the Latin alphabet, mistook the Greek IHC for the Latin JHC. They
concluded the J stood for Jesus, the C stood for Christ, and concluded: “Hey, I
guess the H is His middle initial. Jesus H. Christ
There are skeptics, or Doubting Thomas’ who say: “C’mon man; Jesus can’t be in millions of churches
worldwide at the same time.” To this, I say it is possible, because He says it is so. A more pragmatic response
would be Christians who gather for a church event are aware of Jesus’ teachings. We know His words, deeds, life,
sacrifice and resurrection. We invoke His name in prayer at most events. It really seems as if He is looking over
our shoulders, as we meet. Essentially Christ is with us.
When we gather in Christ’s name our attitude is one of peace, love, compassion. Our challenge is to extend this attitude at all times, everywhere we go. Let Christ’s presence be in our lives all the time.
A blessing from God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Heather Mitchell played her flute on Sunday,
March 20th. She provided the Prelude music and
accompanied the choir on “My Jesus I Love Thee”.

Special thanks to
Fern Robertson
for all of her
Altar Guild
duties! Fern is
frequently seen
helping out in
MANY other
areas of the
church.

Message from Pastor Shin
John Wesley emphasized the wise use of money to share God's love. By viewing
money as an opportunity to do good and as a response to God's gift, Wesley
taught that Christians should use money to do good for those in need. Wesley
believed that by taking on stewardship of the needy, we would have the opportunity to learn and experience God who provides what we need. Wesley taught
that the early Christians, by the Holy Spirit, were used to help others, not just
themselves. The early Christians experienced the death and resurrection of Jesus
and were filled with the Holy Spirit. They felt God's new creation and experienced the new birth of the Holy Spirit. Their
money was used for the hungry, the sick, the strangers, the orphans, and the widows, and Wesley encourages us to actively
use our money to help our neighbors and share the love. In other words, as stewards of God's gifts, we must share these gifts
for the glory of God and the needs of our neighbors.
I appreciate your great generosity in donating to help the Ukrainians. We raised $2,850.50 in one month. I
pray that God brings comfort to the Ukrainians during the difficulties of war. Thank you for doing good
deeds and thank you for sharing the love of God.
According to Rev. Adam Hamilton's book, Enough, we believe in and follow Jesus Christ. We give our lives
for Christ, invite Him to be our Lord, and allow the Holy Spirit to transform us from the inside out. We delight in pleasing
God and caring for others and putting this above our personal joys; generosity is the fruit of spiritual growth. It reflects that
we trust that God provides for our needs. This means our lives belong to the Lord. By His resurrection, Jesus became our
Lord, our life, and our hope. I hope that the grace and love of the Lord and our hope in
Him will be felt by the Ukrainians through our giving.
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The generous will themselves be blessed,
for they share their food with the poor. (Proverbs 22:9, NIV)

Grace and Peace,
Kwangmin Shin

United Methodist Women (UMW)

is now doing missions as United Women in Faith
United Methodist Women have taken a new name to better
reflect how we are answering our calling in today’s world.
It’s an exhilarating time as we commit to even greater
inclusivity, action, and impact. We remain women of
passion and power, united by God’s love in our mission to
support women, children, and youth.
Learn more at www.uwfaith.org
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Some
Leprechaun
Fun
At
TOW

